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{'^ . Foreign Service Institute* Hear East Area Course* 1962 


1» Announcement of Course 

* 

The Foreign Serrioe Institute of the Department of State has deoided to 
offer a five-month oourae in the Hear Eastern area as part of its program of 
language-and-arse training. This oourso* aohoduled for October 1962 through 
-February 1968* is designed primarily for Foreign Servioe Offioers who have 
volunteered for Arabio* Persian* and Turkish language-and-area studies* and 
will represent a* partial continuation of their intensive language study. 

The eourse will* however* be open to other State Department personnel as well 
as to personnel of other departments or agenoies of the government. 

* 

The oourae will be half-time* i.e., three hours every work day afternoon* 
of whloh two hours wil 1 be devoted to presentation of material by a speaker 
and* after a break* a, one-hour dlsousaion by the group In whioh the attempt 
will be made to integrate the various sessions and evaluate the varying points 
of view. The laet month of the course will consist ohiefly of the presentation 
and discussion of problem papers and research papers by members of the group. 

The Foreign Servioe Offioere in the oourae will be carrying on their language 
study la the mornings | the other trainees* it is assumed* will remain attached 
to their own department or agenoy during the morning hours* reporting to the 
Foreign Servioe Institute for the area course in the afternoon. 

A description of the course is attaohed to the present memorandum* and 
the Foreign Servioe Institute will welcome expressions of opinion on it* The 
overall pattern is set* but the exaot list of speakers and topics is not defi- 
nite* and it will be possible to add special features or emphasize oertain 
aspects to gear the oourae more speolfioally to the needs of the various special 
groups of students. It my also be possible to rearrange the scheduling. 


The instruotional etaff of the oourse will have as its oore permanent 
staff members of the Foreign Servioe Institute* but It is hoped that the staff 
will be augmented from time to time by outside leoturers and discussants drawn 
from universities and various seotors of the government. Informal conversations 
with most of the men who might be oalled upon to give their services in this - 
oonneotion have met' with willingness and often considerable enthusiasm. 


2. Announcement of meeting 


A meeting will be held mesday morning at 9*50 in the Director* s offioc 
at the ForeignSej^vioe Institute for the purpose of discussing problems relating 
to this oourse. Interested divisions in departmeijtaKSuoh as State* Treasury, 
Defense* Commeroe* Agriculture and other interested agenoies are invited to 
send representatives to this meeting. Theproposed agenda i s as f ollows i 


( 1 ) 


stitute of background and purposes 


Statement by the F. 
of the course 

Diseuesl'm^ef'the oonteht of the oourae 
Ditoujeibn of the scheduling of the oourse 

Jer and level of students expected from eaoh agi 

inquiries or comments about the meeting or the oourse ltidf oiybe 
addressed to Dr* Charles A. Fergus oa* Foreign Service Institute* Room 70f, 
State Annex 6* telephone REpublio 5600 (Code 191), extension 6712* 
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Description of Course 
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Political eignifioanoe of HS 
Military significance of ^ 
Geography of RB 
peoples of WE 
Uaguagas of HE 

Ardent Bear last 

Xhe Spread of I»l** 

The Turkish and Persian Empires 


The Ottoman Empire 

European penetration to 1914 

World War I and the emergence ef 
the modern state* 

The Mandate Period (1920-19#) 

World War II and the Arab league 

Contemporary Dorelopnenta 

Culture patterns and sooial atruoturei 

Ths tribe 

The Tillage, physical etruoture 
Ths village, contemporary technology 

The eillegb. eeonoay 

The Tillage, life oyol* 

The Tillage* annual oyole 
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8th week 
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The village t f tuci ly - structure and functions 

I he village i religious institutions 

The city i politioal capital and cultural 
center 

The oityt economy » mamifaaturs, trade , 
finance 

The city* social olasses 

The oityt national functions 
The oityt international functions 
Current trends in Islam 


9th weak 


1»4 

e 

10th week 


Current trends in Islam 
Hear Eastern law* Islamic law 

16th weekt Current political and economic problems In the Hear East 


10th week 
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11th week 
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Hear Eastern lawt to end of World War I 
Hear Eastern lawt contemporary problems 
poHtioal 
Egypt, eoonomio 
Syria, politioal 

Syria, eoonomio 

Iraq, politioal 

Iraq, so anomie 
Negotiating problems 

Lebanon, politioal 
Lebanon, ooocomio 

Jordan, politioal 
Jordan, economic 
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12th wok . 
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13th nook 
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14th *•«* 
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16th mask 
1 
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SAr&bim, f«a an » Political 
SAr&bia* Yemen* eooaoiaie 
Constitutional l9 &** ay-items* Arab 

Financial systems, Arab 3t«te« 
laraeli* political 

Israeli • economic 

i.**» •*>*»•• I,r ” 1 
ilaanoial ays ton, IsraU 
Iran* political 
Iron* eooaovaia 


Turkey, politioal 


Turkey* eoonomio 


Financial ayatemB, Turkey and Iran 
constitutional and legal systems. Iran 


and Turkey 


petroleum in IS 


Transportation in 1® 

Labor in HB 
Land Tenure Problem 
Tariff and Ouetoma politldee 
Trade patterns 


16th meek 
1-3 

Fifth month* 


IIA program In HE 
point IT program in H* 

napletion and disouaaion of japers. 
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